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Texas Historical Commission recognizes Texas Heritage Trails, LLC, for 
Authentic Texas Magazine	

AUSTIN — On Jan. 11 the Texas Historical Commission (THC) honored 10 entities 

during the Real Places 2018 conference for their accomplishments and exemplary leadership in 

the preservation of Texas’ historic places. The Texas Heritage Trails, LLC, which 

publishes Authentic Texas magazine, was presented with the organization’s Award of 

Excellence in Media Achievement. This award promotes excellence in reporting by print or 

electronic media on preservation or heritage tourism issues to increase awareness of the state’s 

historic and prehistoric resources. 

In introducing the award, retired THC deputy executive director Dr. Terry Colley said, 

“The magazine effectively used a grass-roots network of local historians, tourism marketers, and 

local writers and photographers to publish an excellent heritage travel publication. The magazine 

has certainly earned recognition for excellence in media achievement.”  Accepting the award on 

behalf of the Texas Heritage Trails, LLC, were Jeff Salmon of Frontier Texas and Rick Stryker 

of the Texas Tropical Trail Region board.  The award was presented by THC chairman John L. 

Nau III and THC executive director Mark Wolfe. 

Authentic Texas began in 2015 when a group of preservationists formed Texas Heritage 

Trails, LLC, to provide a voice documenting Texas’ heritage tourism stories. Five of the ten 

Heritage Trail Regions of the THC are members of the Texas Heritage Trails, LLC, including the 

Texas Forts Trail Region, Texas Lakes Trail Region, Texas Mountain Trail Region, Texas Plains 

Trail Region and Texas Tropical Trail Region. The magazine is published in cooperation with 
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Open Sky Media, based in Texas. Stewart Ramser has served as publisher since the publication’s 

inception; Tom Buckley serves as editor, and Martha Gazella-Taylor as designer. 

By March 2016, 30,000 copies of the first issue of the quarterly publication were 

distributed throughout the state in locations targeting heritage tourists. To date, the publication, 

which is supported by paid advertising, has provided more than $850,000 in free editorial 

coverage to Texas heritage tourism and historic preservation stories in the eight issues published 

to date. The quarterly, full-color magazine is available by paid, annual subscription at 

www.AuthenticTexas.com, via single-copy purchase at select Barnes & Noble and HEB stores in 

Texas, and at no charge via tourism literature organizations statewide. Cover “authentic 

personalities” to date have included restaurateur Tom Perini, former U.S. and Texas first lady 

Laura Bush, Apollo astronaut Alan Bean, Big Bend National Park ranger Cindy Ott-Jones, Fort 

Worth Stockyards champion Steve Murrin, Texas Ranger Christine Nix, musician “Little Joe” 

Hernández, and filmmaker Richard Linklater. Content has focused on the authentic places, 

people, and experiences of the Lone Star State. 

 According to Dr. Colley, “The magazine garnered high praise from readers and the 

heritage sites that received free editorial coverage. Many of the visitor centers and historic sites 

where the magazines were distributed, free of charge, reported that demand for the magazine was 

higher than [for] any other information available.” 

Cover and interior images are available upon request. 

Real Places 2018 was presented by the THC in partnership with the Friends of the THC, 

the Texas Heritage Trail Regions, and the Texas Land Title Association. The conference focuses 

on historic preservation and heritage travel in Texas. For more information, visit 

www.realplaces.us.  
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